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PVSC CLEARS OBSTRUCTIONS IN FAIRFIELD

I n what is perhaps the largest river cleanup project

to date the River Restoration Program, at the
behest of Essex County Executive Joe DiVin-
cenzo, has begun clearing a four mile section of the
Passaic River in Fairfield.
The necessity of this cleanup was brought into high
focus in June when a front page article in the -Star
Ledger covered a meeting among the DEP, County
Executive Joe DiVincenzo and officials and residents
of Fairfield. This longstanding problem stems from a
section of the river that runs through a nature preserve
where, over the years, a great many trees have fallen
into the river creating logjams. Heavy rainfalls
produce flooding which leaves a section of Fairfield
underwater. ,
Municipal and county officials were able to obtainot”et Orf ”;ethma;y ”at.“rgl. dams that have formed on this
the permits needed to work in this protected area fo o On e rassaic RIver. . .
remove these trees but they had neither the equipmehntd2 K e n by -tPewrSrCaisn avdhi clle
nor the knowhow to effectively remediate this prob- Pathways that have been cleared by the township
lem. It came as no surprise that County Executiv®ulldozer. _ S .
DiVincenzo called upon PVSC to enlist the help of Then there is the river itself that, in a deeply
the River Restoration Department. wooded area, has accumulated so many trees that a
The project, which started in late July, presents geries of dams have formed; a large tree gets washed
host of hurdles. In addition to the sheer number anghto the river and lodges itself across the river
size of trees that need removal the remoteness of tieapping silt and other debris along with smaller treps
area is such that the last half hour of the trip has to b&o form a dam. There are any number of these blogk-
. = = ggesin this part of the river and Passaic Valley River
. Restoration has the equipment and methods to rempve
them. We use a boat to get to the trees and chaingaws
to remove whatever is necessary so that the large ree
can be hooked with a steel cable and pulled out with
our Multi-Terrain Loader. This piece of equipment
has treads for traction and plenty of power to pullla
large tree out. Then, like a game of pickup sticKs,
everything else is taken out and the logjam is broken.
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